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Preface 
The locations of the British Combinatorial Conferences are determined, not by some 
master plan, but by the availability of individuals generous enough to undertake the 
very considerable amount of work involved in organizing them. Thus it is largely a 
matter of chance that, just as the 5th, 10th and 15th BCCs all took place in Scotland, 
so the 6th, 1 lth and 16th have all been held at London Colleges: the 6th at Royal Hol- 
loway College (as it then was) in 1977, the l lth at Goldsmiths' College in 1987, and 
now the 16th at Queen Mary and Westfield College in 1997. Running from 7-11 July, 
this latest BCC was, by a considerable margin, the largest ever, with over 320 par- 
ticipants and nearly 230 contributed talks, necessarily reduced from the usual 20 to 
15 minutes in length and arranged in five parallel sessions. The London conferences 
always attract a larger than usual attendance, but the big increase at this conference 
must also be due to the high quality of the invited speakers. They were J.H. Con- 
way, K.J. Edwards, C.W.H. Lain, C.E. Praeger, B. Reed, A. Schrijver, T. Sz6nyi, 
W.T. Trotter and D.J.A. Welsh, the last of whom gave the Richard Rado lecture. 
The texts of the nine invited lectures are available in [1], which was distributed to 
participants at the conference, and a list of the contributed talks and photographs of 
some of the participants can be found in [2]. This present volume contains a se- 
lection of the contributed papers, together with research problems presented at the 
conference. 
In addition to the talks, there were software demonstrations, two problems essions 
chaired by Peter Cameron, and the usual Business Meeting. Social events included a 
reception on the Monday evening and the Conference Dinner on the Thursday, held in 
the historic Whitbread Brewery. The Wednesday afternoon excursion was to the Old 
Royal Observatory and National Maritime Museum at Greenwich, and included a boat 
trip on the river Thames. 
The thanks of all participants are due to Rosemary Bailey, Peter Cameron, Leonard 
Soicher and Shirley Wilkinson for organizing such a successful conference. The task 
of editing this volume, although modest in comparison, was made more onerous than 
usual by the greatly increased number of papers ubmitted, and by the unresponsiveness 
of some referees. I should like to thank, in particular: my fellow editors, Ian Anderson, 
Graham Brightwell, James Hirschfeld, Peter Rowlinson, John Sheehan and Derek Smith, 
for all their hard work in overcoming these difficulties; all our referees, especially those 
who reported promptly or who made up for others' shortcomings by kindly agreeing 
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to referee an extra paper at short notice; and Peter Cameron, who in addition to his 
work as a conference organizer has also found time to edit the research problems. 
Nottingham, 15 June 1998 
Douglas Woodall  
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